
 
 

Tree Commission 
Hybrid Meeting Agenda 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84324261360 

June 21, 2022 

5:15 pm 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. CITIZEN’S INPUT 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. May 16, 2021 
 
IV. SPECIAL REPORTS 

None. 
 

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

1. EDUCATION & OUTREACH      10 minutes 

Narrative 
1. Provide FTTC draft of July education article for review.  
2. Review all new street trees that have tag with information or QR code link to:  

a. Species name, habitat value 
b. Link to Arborist 'Tribune' / FTTC social media articles 
c. Basic new tree care tips (watering, mulching, etc.)   

 
 
Recommended motion:  That the Tree Commission approve the monthly article topics and other 
outreach efforts. 

 

VI. NEW BUSINESS      
1. CONSENT AGENDA        

(1) MP Machinery  

(2) Salvation Baptist Church  

 
2. SPONGY “GYPSY” MOTH                                         15 minutes 

 
The County has not provided support for the spraying of Spongy “Gypsy” Moth in the area for 15 
years. At that time, they had a Gypsy Moth program coordinator funded by the state.  
 

    Recommended action:  That the Tree Commission request the County to reestablish the Spongy 
Gypsy Moth Coordinator position and consider requesting funding through the state.  
 
3. 311 McCLARY COURT WEST – TREE REMOVAL  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84324261360
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Property owner Lee Grenci is requesting permission to remove and replace a red maple tree that 
has a history of extensive root conflicts. Mr. Grenci will remove, grind stump, and replace the tree at 
his cost. Mr. Grenci will be present at the meeting to discuss with his tree care professional.  

 
Recommended action: That the Tree Commission make a motion providing a recommendation on 
the matter to the Public Works Director. 

 
 
VII. STAFF AND COMMITTEE REPORTS      15 minutes 

1. Arborist Report 

2. Public Works Director Report  

a. Discuss logistics/transportation for July tree tour.  

 

VIII. COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD 

IX. CALENDAR ITEMS 

a. Next FTTC meeting July 18th tree tour at 5:15pm  

X. ADJOURNMENT 



FERGUSON TOWNSHIP TREE COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, May 16, 2022 
5:15 PM 

 
I. ATTENDANCE 

The Tree Commission held its regular meeting via hybrid format on Monday, May 
16, 2022. In attendance were: 

 
COMMISSION:        STAFF: 

Scott Pflumm        David Modricker, Public Works Director 

Marc McDill-Absent        Summer Brown, Recording Secretary 
Allyson Muth        Larry Maginnis, Township Arborist 
Josh Potter         
Mike Jacobson-Absent         

  

Others in Attendance: Dean Dimido, Ferguson Township Resident; Rose S. 
Litback, Penn State University Student. 

 
II. CALL TO ORDER 

 Mr. Scott Pflumm called the Monday, May 16, 2022 Ferguson Township Tree 
Commission (FTTC) meeting to order at 5:25 pm. 

 
III. CITIZEN’S INPUT 

None. 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Mr. Pflumm made a motion to approve the April 18, 2022 meeting minutes. 
Dr. Allyson Muth seconded the motion, Mr. Josh Potter seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

V. SPECIAL REPORTS 
None. 
 

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1.  EDUCATION & OUTREACH 

 Mr. Pflumm stated that at the last Tree Commission meeting he noted that 
Penn State students may be interested in assisting the FTTC with Education 
and Outreach programs. Ms. Rose Litvak is a second-year student at Penn 
State University is present and has expressed interest in assisting the FTTC. 
The Commission spoke with Rose regarding some things she has done with 
community engagement and trees. Mr. Modricker stated that the 
Sustainability Institute has approached the Township in the past regarding 
professor run projects. Ms. Litvak stated that her groups project goal is to tie 
into community and elementary school children in a more curriculum related 
setting.  
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Dr. Muth reviewed the next couple of months of educational articles with the 
Commission members. Dr. Muth added that Mr. Larry Maginnis has great 
ideas for education and outreach and has provided great articles and topics.  

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

1.  CONSENT AGENDA  
         None. 

2.  AUTUMNWOOD DRIVE TREE REMOVAL  
Mr. Modricker gave the Commission an overview of the tree removal that 
occurred on Autumnwood Drive and reviewed the process and procedure of 
illicit tree removal in the Township. Mr. Dean Dimidio homeowner is present 
at the meeting to discuss possible remediation for this incident.   
 
Mr. Dean Dimidio apologized for the tree removal. Mr. Dimidio stated that 
the tree is close to his home and very close to his driveway and is a 
nuisance with the seed pods falling every year. Mr. Dimidio stated that he 
planted a handful of other trees on his property with no problem and enjoys 
them. Mr. Dimidio did note that his neighbor has no trees in front of his 
home. Mr. Dimidio provided photos for the Commission to review. Mr. 
Dimidio stated that he wasn’t aware pruning was a violation because a lot of 
people in his neighborhood do this action themselves. Mr. Dimidio offered 32 
hours of volunteering and is willing to pay for a tree or two to be planted. He 
feels the possible consequences outlined in the letter he received seemed 
punitive. The Commission reviewed the current policy and procedure along 
with the price calculations. The Commission reviewed the volunteer 
opportunity, the cost of the tree, and how to proceed. The Commission 
decided that Mr. Dimidio will purchase two balled and burlap trees and use 
his volunteer time to plant these trees as a solution.  
 
 
Mr. Scott Pflumm made a motion that the Township enter into a written 
agreement as per Chapter 25 section 2a that would include 32 hours of 
volunteer time and the purchase of 2 bare root trees at cost. No fine 
will be induced. Mr. Joshua Potter seconded the motion, and the 
motion passed unanimously. 

 
3. REPLACE INVASIVE SPECIES  
Mr. Maginnis gave an overview of this topic. A Resident reached out to Mr. 
Maginnis and explained that her contractor informed her that she has multiple 
invasive species on her property. She is currently having landscape work done 
and stated that she would remove and replace at her cost. The resident did not 
specify a location. Mr. Pflumm suggested putting in native species approved 
by the Township.   

 
VIII. STAFF & COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1.  ARBORIST   
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Mr. Maginnis stated that the Township has started the tree planting contract 
and it is going well. Mr. Maginnis noted the he did reconfigure some locations. 
Mr. Maginnis responded to a large tree that fell across a bike path and this 
was safely taken care of. Mr. Maginnis invited the Commission members to 
read and share the most recent mulch volcano article. Mr. Maginnis has seen 
a lot of this in the area and it is most concerning.   

 
2. PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORTS 
 None. 
 

IX. COMMUNICATIONS TO THE TREE COMMISSION 
Mr. Potter stated that he will become a part of the education and outreach 
subcommittee and Dr. Allyson Muth will take a step back.  
 

X. ADJOURNMENT 
The April 18, 2022 Tree Commission meeting ended at 7:00 pm.  
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
 
  

David J. Modricker, Secretary 
For the Tree Commission 
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TO:  Kristina Bassett, Community Planner 

FROM:  Larry Maginnis, Township Arborist 

DATE:  June 2, 2022 

SUBJECT: MP Machinery and Testing Preliminary Land Development Plan 
 

I have completed my initial review of the “MP Machinery and Testing–Preliminary Land 

Development Plan as prepared by PennTerra Engineering Inc., revised_5-3-22_, The following 

are comments from my review. 

1. Sheet 5 – Existing Tree List Table:  Trees # 7, 9, 10, 12, 13, indicated as Persian Silk 
Trees Albizia julibrissin (Mimosa).  They are Red maples Acer rubrum verified on site.   

2. Sheet 5 – Tree preservation fencing must be installed at drip line of trees. Currently 
shown at trunk of many preserve trees.   

3. Sheet 5- Trees # 1, 2, 3, currently have low canopies.  Although preservation fencing is in 
place, Arborist recommends raising or lifting of canopy before construction activity begins 
to avoid incidental damage.  

4. Sheet 5- Trees # 1, 2, 3, recommend permanently affixed tree preservation fencing to 
avoid incidental movement by contractors and subcontractors. Currently only footpads 
required.  Construction activity through the canopies of these trees should be anticipated. 

5. Sheet 5.- (Temporary) Chain Link Fence Detail. Remove black vinyl slats from tree 
preservation fencing detail.  It is not required and will create a kite-like affect and cause 
fencing to bend or blow over in moderate winds.  

6. Sheet 5- Trees# 43 + 45 are great tree specimens along property line. Consider 
preserving.  Current storm water requirements, building/road spacing and preservation 
requirements will prevent it but worth noting. 

7. Sheet 6- Planting Schedule S-1   Acer rubrum ‘Bowhall’   Recommend a different non-
fastigate species for new parking island tree.  Can have less than ideal growth structure 
and should be only be employed when spacing requires it.  Especially over vehicles. 
Suffice to use in other portions of plan. 

8. Sheet 6- Planting Schedule E-1 Scientific name and Common name indicated are actually 
common names of two different species Thuja plicata 'Virescens' and Pinus strobus.   
Thuja plicata 'Virescens' is not on the Township approved Plant list.  Please correct to 
Pine strobus - Eastern white pine.  

9. Sheet 5 Trees 37, 38. 51. 55. 56. 63, 67, 68, 69. Proposed retained trees will not have 
adequate tree preservation zones to ensure their survival.  Trees to be retained require a 
tree preservation zone of 15’ or the dripline whichever is greater.  If they cannot be 
preserved adequately, consider removal and replacement.     

 
 

http://www.twp.ferguson.pa.us/
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TO:  Kristina Bassett, Community Planner 

FROM:  Larry Maginnis, Township Arborist 

DATE:  June 13, 2022 

SUBJECT: Salvation Baptist Church Preliminary Land Development Plan 
 

I have completed my initial review of the “Salvation Baptist Church Preliminary Land Development 

Plan as prepared by Lichty Engineering, revised_5-3-2022_, The following are comments from 

my review. 

1. Sheet LS-1 – Proposed Tree Species- Indicate species of trees to be planted currently 
identified with a C or D.  Use Resolution No.  2021-20 for most recent Official Township 
Plant List.    

2. Sheet  LS-1-   Install tree protection fencing around parking lot island trees  located within 
construction limits as required by Chapter 22 Part 5 Section 515 subsection ix 

3. Sheet LS-1-   Install tree protection fencing around tree 307 within construction limits as 
required by Chapter 22 Part 5 Section 515 subsection ix or manipulate haul road to 
minimize impacts to existing tree.  

 
 
 

http://www.twp.ferguson.pa.us/
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