
 

TOWNSHIP OF FERGUSON 
3147 Research Drive · State College, Pennsylvania 16801 
Telephone:  814-238-4651 · Fax:  814-238-3454 
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Ferguson Township 
Board of Supervisors 

Special Meeting Agenda 
Main Meeting Room 

* or * 
Zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84887826111  

Tuesday, August 31, 2021 
7:00 PM 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. CITIZEN’S INPUT (Please limit comments to 5 minutes.) 
  

III. INTERVIEWS OF BOARD OF SUPERVISORS CANDIDATES 
 

• Janet Whitaker 

• Hilary Caldwell 

• Pam Steckler 
 

IV. DISCUSSION 
 

V. APPOINTMENT OF SUPERVISOR 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84887826111


























Laura Dininni 
Chairperson of the Ferguson Township Board of Supervisors 
3147 Research Drive, State College PA 16801 
ldininni@twp.ferguson.pa.us 
 
Ms. Dininni, 
 
Ferguson Township has been my family’s home since we moved to the region in 2002, and while I’ve spent 
years, off and on, touring the country exploring cities and villages alike, there couldn’t be more truth to the 
statement: there’s no place like home. With my unique background, fresh perspective, and dedication to 
having a functioning democracy improve the lives of my friends and neighbors, I believe I would be an 
excellent choice to join the Ferguson Township Board of Supervisors.  
 
As a professional theatre artist, I was a highly motivated self-starter to pursue my career, and thus developed 
a strong work ethic. Furthermore, since theatre is an inherently language-based and collaborative field, I have 
come to care deeply about clear, open, and efficient communications, with a keen ear for rhetoric and 
messaging. 
  
All of this has been heightened in my experience in campaign organizing and management. As a manager, I 
handle personnel, strategy, promotional efforts, scheduling, and messaging and information exchange across 
multiple web platforms, social media outlets, and through email – both internal and external. I also honed 
technical skills, having built campaign websites from the ground up, and by managing numerous other 
technical outlets. And with plenty of opportunity to interface with people of differing values, I have learned to 
listen without judgment, and respond with respect.  
  
Both of these fields are incredibly dynamic, with a steep learning curve and diversity of opinion. My 
organizational, multi-tasking, and interpersonal skills, coupled with an innate sense of time management, 
have been imperative in succeeding in both fields. I pride myself on meeting deadlines in a timely fashion, as 
well as learning new technical languages and environments quickly. And I work as hard to identify and tackle 
long-term goals as I do to accomplish short-term goals. 
 
I believe the purpose of local government is to uphold our democracy, and make life better for our 
neighbors, our family, and our friends -- not just regardless of age, ability, gender or sexual identity, race, or 
socio-economic status, but because of those differences. Ferguson Township has a wonderfully diverse group 
of people, from the long-time family farmers out past Shingletown, to the professors on Westerly Parkway, to 
the young families out in Foxpointe, and every far-reaching corner of our expansive municipality. Our 
ordinances and resolutions should reflect what matters to our constituents, whether it’s preserving our land 
and water, promoting affordable housing, maintaining our infrastructure, or keeping our children safe. And 
that should be done with consideration, research, and the tenets of democracy in mind.  
 
I will be on the ballot as the Democrat running for Ward 2 this upcoming November, and hope I have the 
opportunity to serve this community. I can be reached by email at hilarycaldwell@gmail.com, or by phone at 
(814) 441-3410. 
  
Thank you so much for your time; I look forward to hearing from you! 
 
All my best, 
Hilary Caldwell 
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RELEVANT EXPERIENCE 


 


CAMPAIGN MANAGER 


PAUL TAKAC FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE, MAY 2021— PRESENT  
Managing communications across multiple web platforms and emails (our Google workspace, 


website, listserv), crafting and sending listservs through NGPVAN, managing candidate’s calendar, 


engaging in volunteer outreach, and running weekly team meetings. Staffing candidate at events. 


Developing an effective messaging platform, field plan, volunteer database, and general strategy. 


Designing literature and ads for distribution (portfolio available upon request). Creation and 


maintenance of website. Additional duties as needed.  


CAMPAIGN MANAGER 


LAURA SHADLE FOR CENTRE COUNTY JURY COMMISSIONER, JAN 2021 – JUNE 2021 
Handled communications across multiple web platforms and emails (our Google workspace, website, 


listserv), managing fundraising procedures, follow-ups, and maintaining fundraising databases (our 


Donorbox platform, ActBlue, AirTable, metrics in spreadsheets), crafting and sending weekly listservs 


through Mailchimp, creating and executing events for community engagement, managing candidate’s 


calendar, engaging in volunteer outreach, and running weekly team meetings. Implementing field plan 


through access and utilization of VAN/Votebuilder. Designing literature and ads for distribution 


(portfolio available upon request). Determining effective messaging and strategy. Creation and 


maintenance of website. Additional duties as needed.  


COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTANT 


EZRA NANES FOR STATE COLLEGE BOROUGH MAYOR, FEB 2021 – PRESENT  
Crafting and editing detailed messaging platform for use on literature, in scripts, and as talking points. 


Coaching CNET interview and LOWV Forum messaging. Compiling additional necessary research for 


corroboration. Collaborating with other campaigns to release literature and coordinate events. 


Designed literature for distribution (portfolio available upon request).  


CABARET CO-CHAIR 


UTAH SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL, MAY 2019 – SEPT 2019 
Coordinated and cohosted weekly themed cabarets to benefit the participating actors of the outreach 


program, which raised +$12,000 from sales and donations. Duties included: managing 


communication between the REACH board and other committees, our venue, weekly participants, 


and festival liaisons; overseeing and delegating tasks to our PR, Venue, and Sales teams; conducting 


weekly auditions and curating a set list for each theme; scheduling rehearsals between weekly 


participants and the house band, as well as weekly band rehearsals; and collaborating on written act 


as co-host. 


BENEFIT CONCERT ORGANIZER 


OFF THE WALL THEATRE, MAY 2017 – JUNE 2017 
Organized a benefit concert for the local chapter of Planned Parenthood, donating all proceeds 


totaling +$1,000. Responsibilities included: reaching out to local female-identifying performers for 


participation; crafting a set list; recruiting an accompanist; scheduling rehearsals, including teaching a 


large group finale; planning dates, ticketing, and marketing with theatre staff. 


DIRECTOR/TOUR MANAGER 


PRIME STAGE THEATRE, SEPT 2015 – MAR 2016 
Directed and managed the Teen Dating Violence Awareness Tour. Responsibilities included: directing 


a 45-minute play with a company of actors aged 15-22, creating a detailed rehearsal schedule, 


communicating rehearsal reports to the cast and production team, collaborating with a representative 


from the Domestic Violence Services of Southwestern PA to disseminate tools and information, and 


coordinating with schools and institutional contacts regarding bookings and performance information. 


ACTOR-MUSICIAN/EDUCATOR/MUSIC DIRECTOR 


FREELANCE, JAN 2016 - PRESENT 
Performed, taught, and music-directed across the country, both on national tours and in the regional 


theatre market, with a myriad of administrative duties included. 


 


HILARY CALDWELL 
 


EDUCATION 


PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY 


University Park, PA                                 


Bachelor of Arts, Theatre  


SKILLS & ABILITIES 
Knowledge of Microsoft Office, G Suite, Slack, 


HelpScout, Zoom, Canva, VAN, familiarity with 


other organizational and donation sites, 


website construction and maintenance on Wix 


and Squarespace 


Exceptional written and verbal communication  


Scheduling, multi-tasking, delegating, 


leadership and management 


REFERENCES 
 


BETSY WHITMAN 


Patton Twp Board of Supervisors 


Vice-Chair of CCDC 


(215) 219-1172 


bbwhitman@gmail.com  


ERIN HEIM 


Fundraiser, Reservoir Strategies 


(617) 913-3248 


erin@reservoirstrategies.com  


MICHAEL DOHERTY 


Freelance Actor, Educator 


(570) 406-9728 


mickey18301@yahoo.com 
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