
 
 

Parks and Recreation Committee  
Meeting Agenda 

Thursday, February 18, 2021 4:00 p.m. 
 

Zoom Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83725986340 Dial In: 1 646 558 8656  
Meeting ID: 837 2598 6340 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. CITIZEN’S INPUT 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

IV. DISCUSSION OF COMMITTEE GOALS FOR 2021 CONTINUED 
 

Narrative 
The Committee should continue the discussion to establish committee goals for 2021. Attached to the 
agenda is a document prepared by staff that highlights goals and planning efforts for parks and 
recreation.  
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
That the Committee establish 2021 goals for the Parks and Recreation Committee. 

 
 

V. PARK SURVEYING PROGRAM 
 

Narrative  
The Board of Supervisors approved funding for the Park Surveying Program for the 2021 Operating 
Budget. The Park Surveying Program will allow for one park to be surveyed to delineate property 
boundaries. The Township will then install fence posts and rails to mark property boundaries. The 
Public Works Department recommends either Suburban Park or Tom Tudek Memorial Park. Suburban 
Park is a good candidate to have the surveying work and fence post installation because the Township 
plans to begin construction for park improvements. On the other hand, Tom Tudek Memorial Park is 
also favored to have surveying work and fence post installation to help staff delineate which trees the 
Township owns in wooded areas and identify and address encroachments issues. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
That the Committee recommend a park for the 2021 Park Surveying Program.  

 
VI. BICYCLE ROUTE CONNECTION WITH PATTON TOWNSHIP 

 
Narrative 
Patton Township develops a parks and bicycle/pedestrian path plan every 5 years for their Board of 
Supervisors to consider for adoption. Attached to this email is the current plan adopted last fall. In the 
plan, Patton Township identified existing bicycle/pedestrian paths and future connections. Of interest 
to Patton Township, is to discuss and identify connections between facilities once the Valley Vista 
Shared Use Path is complete and the piano style crosswalks are installed across Valley Vista Drive. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83725986340
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One potential connection for consideration is the potential connection from the new VV SUP, crossing 
Valley Vista onto Deveonshire Drive, continuing onto Park Lane, and onto W. Aaron Drive and into 
Tudek Park and its bicycle path. Part of this is in Patton Township but a larger portion is in Ferguson 
Township.  
 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
That the Committee receive notification that a future joint meeting with Patton Township Recreation 
Advisory Committee and their staff is being considered. 

 
VII. FUTURE REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Narrative  
Committee members should identify member driven agenda items. 

 
VIII. REPORTS 

1. Staff Report 
2. Centre Region Parks and Recreation Authority Report – Mr. Bill Keough 

 
IX. OPEN DISCUSSION 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 



FERGUSON TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, January 21, 2021 

4:00 P.M. 

 
I. ATTENDANCE 

The Parks and Recreation Committee held its regular meeting on Thursday, January 21, 2021, via 

Zoom in attendance were: 

 

Committee:         Staff: 
Norris Muth- Chairperson                        Centrice Martin, Assistant Township Manager 

Tessa Antolick- Vice Chair                                 Summer Brown, Recording Secretary  

Robert Demayo-Secretary  

Dr. Shawna Doerksen-absent        

Connie Puckett-absent          

Bill Keough 

Jerry Learn 

Rick Tetzlaff 

 

Others in attendance: Laura Dinnini, resident and Chairwoman of Ferguson Township Board of 

Supervisor 

 

II. CALL TO ORDER 

Dr. Norris Muth called the Thursday, January 21, 2021 Park and Recreation meeting to order at 4:14 

pm.   

 

III. CITIZEN’S INPUT 

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Dr. Muth called for a motion to approve the October 15, 2020 minutes. Dr. Muth noted that item’s 8 and 

10 were in the minutes in two different locations. Mr. Rick Tetzlaff made a motion to approve the 

October 15, 2020 minutes with edits, Mr. Robert Demayo seconded the motion, and the motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

V. ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON 

Mr. Jerry Learn nominated Dr. Muth as Chairperson, Mr. Tetzlaff seconded the motion, and the 

motion passed unanimously  

2. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRPERSON 

Ms. Tessa Antolick nominated herself to be Vice-Chairperson again, Mr. Demayo seconded the 

motion and the motion passed unanimously.  

3. ELECTION OF SECRETARY  

Dr. Muth nominated Mr. Learn as Secretary, the motion passed unanimously.  

 

VI. ESTABLISHMENT OF MEETING DATES 

Dr. Muth stated that the Committee meets every third Thursday of the month at 4:00 pm. Ms. Centrice 

Martin stated that the 2021 meeting dates are included in the agenda packet for the Committee to 

review. Dr. Muth made a motion to approve the 2021 meeting dates, the motion passed unanimously. 

 

VII. DISCUSSION OF COMMITTEES GOALS FOR 2021 

Dr. Muth reviewed what things need to be accomplished and goals the Committee wants to make for 

2021. Ms. Antolick stated that she would like to revisit the 2020 goals and see what goals were 

accomplished and which ones were not and go from there. Dr. Muth suggested revisiting the 2020 
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goals as well at the next meeting. Ms. Martin also noted that sub committees for land development plan 

review and a subcommittee to review CRPR’s park open space analysis will need to be made. Ms. 

Martin suggested a subcommittee be made to go through the CRPR’s park open space analysis. Ms. 

Martin stated that the budget would also be a good resource to review. Ms. Antolick also suggested 

iNaturalist be a goal for 2021 and setting up a COVID friendly event.  

 

VIII. REVIEW TOWNSHIP PARK ORDINANCES 

Ms. Martin stated that the BOS decided to review the park ordinances. Everything from definitions to 

current practices and procedures. Staff will be taking the lead on this but finds it necessary that the 

Committee review and weigh in with comments as well. The Committee decided that Mr. Demayo and 

Mr. Tetzlaff will be the subcommittee that will review this. Mr. Bill Keough also suggested having a 

member of the Planning Commission review this document as well.   

 

IX. UPDATE ON SUBURBAN PARK-PHASE 1 

Ms. Martin stated that the Township wrote a grant and submitted it to DCNR for Suburban Park phase 

one. The Township did receive an award letter which is attached to agenda packet. Since receiving the 

award letter the Township has been recommended for federal funding for this project.  

 

X. WATERSHED FRIENDLY PROPERTY CERTIFICATION 

Ms. Martin stated that she received an email about this program, she still needs to confirm that it meets 

Township criteria. All the Committee will need to do is attend a webinar. Dr. Muth stated that he feels 

that this is a great opportunity for the Committee and would have great benefits to educate people 

coming to the parks. Dr. Muth suggested looking into other certifications like this.  

  

XI. FUTURE REQUEST FOR AGENDA ITEMS 

• Revisit goals and priorities.  

 

XII. REPORTS 

1. STAFF REPORT 

Ms. Martin noted that she received an email from the Township’s engineer’s assistant that he 

had chosen three different outdoor exercise equipment for along the shared use path. The 

Committee decided to have this topic as an agenda item for the next meeting to review the 

options.  

2. CENTRE REGION PARKS AND RECREATION AUTHORITY REPORT – MR. BILL KEOUGH 

Mr. Keough that the Authority spends a good amount of time discussing COVID. The biggest 

program hit has been the senior center. To help ease the hit on the senior center the Authority 

has planned grocery shopping opportunities, writing letters, and phone calls. Mr. Keough stated 

that pools will be opening in June as planned and field sports are beginning to be planned. Mr. 

Keough stated that the Whitehall Road Regional Park has received seven bids, six for the full 

project and they are being reviewed.  

 

XIII. OPEN DISCUSSION 

The Committee discussed the possibility of doing a campaign or newsletter to encourage people to get 

rid of COVID anxiety and attend parks during the spring weather. Ms. Martin suggested inviting the 

township communication coordinator to the next meeting to discuss ideas.  

 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
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Dr. Muth entertained a motion to adjourn the Thursday, January 21, 2021 Parks and Recreation 

meeting at 5:40 pm. Mr. Tetzlaff made a motion to adjourn, Mr. Demayo seconded the motion, and the 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

      RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 

 

 

 

      SHAWNA DOERKSEN, SECRETARY 

      FOR THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

59.36 



Ferguson Township Parks and Recreation Committee 

2021 Goal Setting and Planning 
 

Goal Setting and Planning  

Suggestions are below for the Parks and Recreation Committee to discuss and explore as part of 

establishing goals discussion at next meeting: 

• Assist with the review of the municipal code, Park and Recreation, Chapter 16, to provide 

recommendations to the Board. 

• Convene subcommittee to assist with the Fairbrook master planning process  

• Convene subcommittee to assist with updating the FT Recreation, Parks, and Open Space 

Plan 

Ideas for consideration – connectivity of parkland to existing and proposed bike paths and shared 

use paths; increased community engagement and communications on matters pertaining to 

parkland development, park use, and/or passive recreational purposes; review of existing Park 

Master Plans…. 

 

Strategic Priority Action Plan for Township staff 

Administration  

• Prepare and submit DCNR Grant for Suburban Park – Phase 2 or Cecil Irvin Park – Phase 2 

• Adoption of Songbird Sanctuary Master Plan  

• Recreation, Park and Open Space Plan Update 

• Prepare the request for proposals for Fairbrook master plan update 

Public Works  

• Complete the design and permitting for the 100-year floodplain boundary and channel 

• Survey property for Tom Tudek Memorial Park to mark property and install split-rail 

fencing at the corners of the property  

• Install playground equipment at Homestead Park  

• Install fence and replace tree at Louis E. Silvi Baseball Complex  

• Replace tree and shrubs in stormwater basin at Haymarket Park  

• Plant tree buffer at Greenbriar-Saybrook Park  

• Replace tree at Homestead Park  

• Replace shrubs and plants at Cecil Irvin Park  

• Implement Songbird Sanctuary  
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Staff Report 
February 18, 2021 

1. FT staff in collaboration with the US Fish and Wildlife Service competed the 
conversion of 3 turf stormwater basins at Tom Tudek Memorial Park to pollinator 
gardens. The 3 basins were originally managed turf that were mowed weekly and 
were not infiltrating as they should. The US Fish and Wildlife Service removed the 
turf and planted the areas with a pollinator plant mix. The plants in this mix should 
have a larger root system which will loosen the soil and increase infiltration. These 
plants will be mowed once per year.

2. Tree and shrub plantings scheduled for April within the basin at Haymarket Park. 
Attached to the agenda is a copy of the Haymarket cost estimate for the trees and 
the Stormwater BMP Record Plan.

3. Staff is making edits to the drafted Park Green Infrastructure Policy. Attached to 
the agenda includes a copy of the drafted policy and the compiled comments 
receive by the Parks and Recreation Committee, Centre Region Parks and 
Recreation Department and the Board of Supervisors. Staff plans to have a pre-
final draft copy for the Parks and Recreation Committee to review prior to going to 
the Board for their consideration.

4. The Parks and Recreation Subcommittee convened with staff as the working 
group charged to review Chapter 16, Parks and Recreation, and the proposed 
edits by Centre Region Parks and Recreation and offer recommendations that 
identify areas to update including gender neutral updates, outdated language and 
research information that provides answers to questions presented by the Board. 
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COST ESTIMATE
FROM:
Foundation for California University of PA
Attention: Jose'/Amy
Partners for Fish and Wildlife
219 Frich Hall, Box #45
California, PA  15419-1394

TO:
Ferguson Township
c/o Lance King
3147 Research Drive
State College, PA 16801

Quantity Description Price Amount
Establishing Pollinator and Young Forest Habitat 2021

Haymarket Park, Ferguson Township, Centre County, PA
70 2-gallon potted trees $11.00 $770.00
5 3-gallon potted trees $15.00 $75.00

75 Labor - planting trees $10.00 $750.00
5 Hours, skid loader and operator $85.00 $425.00

120 Feet, fence - crib #1 $3.00 $360.00
120 Feet, fence - crib #2 $3.00 $360.00
20 Tree cages, installed $14.00 $280.00

Subtotal $3,020.00
In-kind FWS and Foundation for CalU -$500.00

TOTAL $2,520.00

January 26, 2021
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Drafted Park Green Infrastructure Policy  

 

I. Purpose 
a. Ferguson Township recognizes the importance of maintaining the condition, 

accessibility and safety of its naturalized environments to serve as a green feature 

or green stormwater sustainable infrastructure within developed and undeveloped 

parks. The focus of this policy is to classify its park system and establish a 

framework that defines the different types of natural areas for green features or 

green stormwater infrastructure and identifies levels of maintenance standards for 

service to be associated within the park system. 

II. Definitions  
a. Park Classifications 

i. Mini Parks – Smallest park type, addresses limited recreation need. 

Provides close to home recreation. Requires high level of maintenance 

associated with well-developed park and playground and high visitation.  

 

ii. Neighborhood Parks – Focus of neighborhood; in walking/biking 

distance of visitors. Provides access to basic recreation opportunities. 

Contributes to neighborhood identity. Establishes sense of community. 

Requires high level of maintenance associated with well-developed park 

and reasonably high visitation.  

 

iii. Regional/Community Parks – Large park for active and passive 

recreation; serves residents municipality-wide. Accommodates large 

groups. Variety of recreation opportunities for all ages and interests. Space 

for organized, large scale, high participation events, family destination 

with fitness and wellness opportunities. Requires moderate level of 

maintenance associated with moderate level of development, budget 

restrictions, inability to perform higher levels of maintenance. Potential 

for park “friends” or adopt a-park-partner.  

 

iv. Natural Preserve – An area of land that is managed to conserve wildlife 

or plant habitat or other natural features. Protects resources. Provides 

opportunities for environmental education. Requires lower level of 

maintenance.  

 

b. Natural Areas – Also referred to as “Natural Environments” are designated areas 

for naturalizing a park area to serve as a green feature or a green stormwater 

sustainable infrastructure. Different types of Natural Areas include the following: 

i. Low-mow planted meadow – designated area purposefully planted with 

native grass, forbe, and wildflower seed to provide food sources and 
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habitat for wildlife and pollinators. Low-mow planted meadow may serve 

as an effective strategy to help improve stormwater management in 

appropriate settings. Typically mowed once per year in the Fall after the 

first frost. Requires labor and monetary resources.  

 

ii. Low-mow meadow - designated area where existing site vegetation (turf 

grass) remains in place to provide habitat for wildlife and pollinators. 

Typically mowed twice per year, once prior to April 1st and again in the 

Fall after the first frost. 

 

iii. No-mow planted meadow – designated area purposefully planted with 

native grass, forbe, and wildflower seed to provide foot sources and 

habitat for wildlife and pollinators. No-mow planted meadows may serve 

as an effective strategy to help improve stormwater management in 

appropriate settings. Typically mowed once every 3-4 years to control 

woody vegetation. 

 

iv. No-mow meadow – designated area where existing site vegetation (turf 

grass) is left in place to provide habitat for wildlife and pollinators. 

Typically mowed once every 3-4 years to control woody vegetation. 

 

v. Grow Zone – refers to all types of meadows, with native seed mix 

plantings or natural vegetation growth,  

 

vi. Pollinator gardens - designated area that is planted with specific plant 

types beneficial to pollinators in a designed garden. Used for 

demonstration and educational purposes. Typically requires ongoing 

maintenance including weeding, mulching, trimming, plant care. 

 

vii. Pollinator plots - designated area planted with wildflower seed to provide 

food sources and habitat specifically for pollinators. Typically mowed 

once per year in the Fall after the first frost. 

 

viii. Rain garden - an excavated shallow surface depression planted with 

specifically selected native vegetation to treat and capture stormwater 

runoff. Requires ongoing maintenance including weeding, trimming, 

mulching, and sediment removal as defined in the approved plan.  If 

constructed as a stormwater feature related to a stormwater management 

site plan, it cannot be modified from design without revising the approved 

plan. 
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ix. Vegetative buffers - may naturally form or through a comprehensive 

landscape design, proper plant selection and arrangement is determined for 

a designated area. Typically located near a property line or waterways 

consisting of trees, shrubs, and other woody vegetation. Healthy vegated 

buffers are used as a screen between adjacent properties to control line of 

sight and mitigate sound and wind. Provides wildlife habitat and may 

serve as an effective strategy to improves stormwater management in the 

appropriate setting. Typically, little to no maintenance needed once 

established. 

 

x. Infiltration basin - a shallow impoundment that stores and infiltrates 

stormwater runoff over a level, uncompacted, (preferably undisturbed 

area) with relatively permeable soils.  Designed with low maintenance 

vegetation that gets maintained as defined in the approved plan.  If 

constructed as a stormwater feature related to a stormwater management 

site plan, it cannot be modified from design without revising the approved 

plan. 

 

xi. Detention basin - an earthen structure constructed either by impoundment 

of a natural depression or excavation of existing soil that provides 

temporary storage of stormwater runoff to attenuate stormwater runoff 

peak rates.  Designed with various vegetative cover that get maintained as 

defined in the approved plan.  If constructed as a stormwater feature 

related to a stormwater management site plan, it cannot be modified from 

design without revising the approved plan. 

 

xii. Tree canopy preservation – an area of existing trees in close proximity to 

impervious areas that are preserved for the purpose of managing 

stormwater.  Maintenance of the trees is to be in accordance with the 

approved plan.  If preserved as a stormwater feature related to a 

stormwater management site plan, the preservation area cannot be 

modified without revising the approved plan. 

 

xiii. Natural filter/buffer – a wide natural downstream drainageway that is 

protected from disturbance by development for the purpose of filtering and 

recharging stormwater runoff.  Designed with various vegetative cover 

that get maintained as defined in the approved plan.  If preserved as a 

stormwater feature related to a stormwater management site plan, it cannot 

be modified from design without revising the approved plan. 

 

c. Undeveloped area – an area within the park that is not for active use. 
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d. Future phase of development – a designated area within the park planned to be 

develop in a future phase of development.  

 

III. Pre-Planning and Assessment for Integrating Natural Areas  
a. Ferguson Township parks are frequently evaluated to determine if naturalizing a 

park area would benefit the park setting, expand or enhance habitat areas, and/or 

provide a sustainable landscape.  

 

b. Various site conditions have an impact on determining the most appropriate 

natural area practices available, or how a specific practice must be adapted to 

meet the physical constraints of the site. Examples include location, soil 

conditions, space availability or size and shape of existing parkland or land slated 

for park redevelopment, the need to integrate green stormwater infrastructure 

practices into existing landscape features and existing site features such as 

utilities, structures, mature trees, or other existing natural resources and rights-of-

way.  

 

c. Funding 

 

d. Community Involvement  

 

IV. Process for Integrating Natural Areas into Appropriate Park Areas  

a. To identify and/or determine facilities, improvements, and appropriate park areas 

that shall be considered suitable for conversion to a natural environment, an 

established multidisciplinary team approach is required as part of the park 

planning process. Integrating natural environments for green sustainable 

infrastructure into existing parks, expanded parks and new park sites is 

accomplished through a park assessment and planning process or through the 

development of a Park Master Plan.  

 

b. The park assessment and planning process may be initiated following a citizen 

request, staff recommendation, Parks and Recreation Committee recommendation 

or is directed by the Township Manager or Board of Supervisors. The park 

assessment and planning process reviews Township Parks and considers the needs 

and interests of visitors, appropriateness of facilities, potential need for green 

stormwater facilities, and opportunities to integrate naturalized areas and 

functional improvements and consideration is given to any issues that need 

addressed.  

 

c. All requests and recommendations shall be submitted for review by completing 

the online Ferguson Township Parks and Recreation (FTPR) Request Form for 

Green Infrastructure. The form is received by the Manager and Assistant to the 
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Manager and will initiate the formal park assessment and planning process 

review. Requests submitted by May 1 of each year provides ample time to 

evaluate, determine if request or recommendation is feasible, and plan as well as 

budget appropriately for work to be done the following year. Requests received 

after May 1 will not be considered until the following year.   

i. Requests or recommendations for a natural area to be integrated into an 

existing park or part of new park shall be reviewed first by the Township 

Manager to evaluate the nature of the request or recommendation to 

confirm or deny that the scope of work is within the purview of the 

Township. 

1. If the scope of the work is not within the purview of the Township, 

the Manager will dismiss the request or recommendation;  

2. If the scope of work is within the purview of the Township, the 

Manager will require the formal process as outlined in this policy 

for integrating natural areas into appropriate park settings and 

initiate the process for review. 

 

ii. Ferguson Township Manager or Assistant to the Manager, Arborist, 

Geographic Information System (GIS) Technician will coordinate with 

CRPR Parks Maintenance Supervisor to attend a field view to observe, 

discuss and list the opportunities to naturalize non-programmed park areas 

based on request or recommendation; 

 

iii. Parks and Recreation Committee reviews and discusses the 

request/recommendation and the list of opportunities to naturalize park 

areas to generate conceptual idea(s) to be mapped in a site development 

drawing; 

 

iv. FT GIS Technician will prepare a site development map that illustrates the 

natural area location within the park to be reviewed and accepted, or 

request for changes until accepted, by the Parks and Recreation 

Committee; 

 

v. Parks and Recreation Committee provides a recommendation for the 

Board of Supervisors to accept and approve for staff to implement the 

natural area with an observational period of 6 months; 

 

1. A minimum of four signs will be posted at the site as part of 

implementation; 

 

2. The public is encouraged to provide input in the form of an opinion 

survey available in print form in the office or online; 
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3. Five months after the site feature has been developed in the park 

setting, the Board of Supervisors will opinion survey results and 

staff input to take action at a regular meeting to conclude the six 

months observational period. 

 

vi. At a Regular Meeting, the Board of Supervisors will take action to 1) 

authorize advertisement of a resolution to approve a map with the natural 

area as a new site feature on the park plan, or 2) propose an amendment, 

direct staff to update the map and advertise a resolution at a future meeting 

after repeating steps 4(d)iii to 4(d)vi.; or 3) deny the request.  

 

V. Work Plan Based on Maintenance Standards 

 

  



Meeting to Review of Draft Green Infrastructure Policy                                 July 27, 2020 

 FT Parks & Recreation Committee and Ferguson Township Staff 

1 
 

Attendance: Norris Muth, Chairman of Parks and Recreation Committee; Bill Keough, Centre 
Region Parks and Recreation Authority Representative; Dave Pribulka, Township Manager; 
Centrice Martin, Assistant to the Manager.  
 

1. Definitions. In the definitions there is mention of “high level, moderate level, low level 
maintenance” Need to consider defining or describing what high vs. low level 
maintenance means. 
 

2. Definitions. Park Classifications - Regional/Community Parks.  
a. Bill prefers “Requires mixed levels of maintenance between high use event 

areas and more natural passive park areas,” and references Oak Hall to 
illustrate the example.  

 
3. Recommends referencing and defining in the policy a maintenance plan. Potential for 

Ferguson Township Green Infrastructure Policy to be a model as other Townships 
consider an infrastructure policy as per the Regional Comprehensive Recreation, 
Parks and Open Space Plan. Consider working with Centre Region Parks and 
Recreation (CRPR) on this effort.  
 

4. Definitions. Natural Areas. 
a. Inquired about the definitions listed in (section b) to better understand how 

these terms were identified and applied to the existing and future infrastructure. 
Specifically pointed out that these definitions that give reference to “requires 
low level of maintenance,” but does not define the maintenance plan. 
Discussed how there were communications with the Assistant to the Manager, 
Township Arborist and Township Engineer, to identify and include definitions to 
be in included in this policy to be used in designated to describe existing and 
future infrastructure that potentially may be a good fit for any Township park. 
Definitions were included to classify or designate each type of existing and 
future infrastructures that allow residents, staff, and the Board. Having 
consistent language helps with outreach to residents and assist with basic 
understanding and expectation with facilitating a request to designate a green 
infrastructure.  
 

5. Suggestion to include annual survey to identify and remove invasive species to help 
identify and remove invasive species. Natural areas have weed patches. Concerns 
that by declaring a piece of property as low/no-mow meadow will create problems if 
work is not done to kill off all-natural growth and will require a maintenance plan. 
Norris expressed concern with the hygiene or effort taken to prevent the spread of 
invasive species from park to park. Norris noted he has little concern with new 
vegetative issues popping up as a result of designating low/no-mow areas. Problems 
that current exists may just continue to be a problem and suggest the focus be on 
weeds. Some people observe weedy vegetative and believe its invasive and really its 
just nonnative.  Whatever vegetation it is, all things will require some level of 
maintenance which is specified is outlined in this document. There is not a one size 
fits all. If you let things go too long, then it does become a problem. There is not 
concern that this policy will create new problems it may just make easier to see 
existing problems. Bill referenced Oak Hall to illustrate concerns to be considered.  
Lots of invasive that are real problematic. Consensus is to ensure this POLICY 
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obligates the establishment of a maintenance plan as these different low-mow no-
mow landscapes are identified. Discussed how the circumstances of parks there bring 
all things to consider; for example, the Township is responding to a complaint from a 
family with a child with allergies as a result to the low-mow area at Tudek Park.  

a. Moving forward will be sure to include a section or reference a maintenance 
plan in the policy.  
 

6. Definitions. Natural Areas. Rain Gardens. Vegetative Buffers. Concerns that the policy 
includes a definition for a feature primarily for private landowners and less likely a 
feature of Township parks. 
 

7. Definition. Natural Areas. Infiltration basin. Inquired and discussed the need to include 
stormwater infrastructure in the policy. Discussed how we need to identify the 
definition as in current stormwater facilities the Township has converted stormwater 
facility to a stormwater facility with a low-mow area planted with native seed mix to 
help with stormwater management.  The definition is included in the policy not to 
promote or encourage but to help identify the functionality and purpose of the 
stormwater facility and how, for example, a low-mow planted meadow will be 
designated within a basin facility that aims to improve stormwater management. It is 
understood that a stormwater facility such as an infiltration basin or detention basin 
has a very prescribed maintenance that will be followed for managing the 
infrastructure.  
 

8. Suggestion to either add the term “Parks” after each ‘Natural Areas’ or emphasize in 
the explanation or definition of ‘Natural Areas’ 
 

9.  Pre-Planning and Assessment for Integrating Natural Areas. Remove the word 
“frequently” 
 

10.  Pre-Planning and Assessment for Integrating Natural Areas – Funding. Interest in 
discussing and exploring funding strategies.  

 
11. Pre-Planning and Assessment for Integrating Natural Areas – Community 

Involvement. Explore and consider recommendations within the Centre Region 
Comprehensive Recreation, Parks and Open Space Plan.  
 

12.  Tracking and Management of this policy. Piloting the process for integrating natural 
areas into park areas will involve a collaborative approach. Support from FT staff 
including administration office, Arborist, Park Authority and Centre Region Parks and 
Recreation. Consideration will be given to how previous efforts including the 
designation of Grow Zone project at Fairbrook, low-mow planting meadow in the 
stormwater facility at Haymarket Park, for example, will serve as a point of reference 
as staff implements this policy.  
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Attendance: Pam Salakangos, Centre Region Parks and Recreation Director; Jim Carpetner; 
Dave Pribulka, Township Manager; Centrice Martin, Assistant to the Manager.  
 

1. Park Classifications. Mini park type. In park classifications there is reference to “mini” 
as a park type. Discussed the parks classification and the parks that fall in this 
category. In the Centre Region Parks and Recreation Plan, Meadow Park and Park 
Hills are both categorized as “mini” park types.  
 

2. Park Classifications – Nature Preserve. In park classification there is reference to 
“Nature Preserve” as a park type. Confirmed that Songbird Sanctuary park is in this 
classification.  
 

3. Natural Areas. Inquired about the definitions listed (in section b) to understand how 
the terms were developed and applied to the existing and future infrastructure. The 
expressed interest was focused on the need to distinguish or better define the level of 
maintenance involved to discuss and explore who would be responsible for 
maintenance and how that decision would be made during the review process prior to 
issuing any approval.   
 

 
4. Recommends referencing and defining in the policy a maintenance plan. Potential for 

Ferguson Township Green Infrastructure Policy to be a model as other Townships 
consider an infrastructure policy as per the Regional Comprehensive Recreation, 
Parks and Open Space Plan. Consider working with Centre Region Parks and 
Recreation (CRPR) on this effort.  
 

5. Definitions. Natural Areas. 
a. Inquired about the definitions listed in (section b) to better understand how 

these terms were identified and applied to the existing and future infrastructure. 
Specifically pointed out that these definitions that give reference to “requires 
low level of maintenance,” but does not define the maintenance plan. 
Discussed how there were communications with the Assistant to the Manager, 
Township Arborist and Township Engineer, to identify and include definitions to 
be in included in this policy to be used in designated to describe existing and 
future infrastructure that potentially may be a good fit for any Township park. 
Definitions were included to classify or designate each type of existing and 
future infrastructures that allow residents, staff, and the Board. Having 
consistent language helps with outreach to residents and assist with basic 
understanding and expectation with facilitating a request to designate a green 
infrastructure.  
 

6. Suggestion to include annual survey to identify and remove invasive species to help 
identify and remove invasive species. Natural areas have weed patches. Concerns 
that by declaring a piece of property as low/no-mow meadow will create problems if 
work is not done to kill off all-natural growth and will require a maintenance plan. 
Norris expressed concern with the hygiene or effort taken to prevent the spread of 
invasive species from park to park. Norris noted he has little concern with new 
vegetative issues popping up as a result of designating low/no-mow areas. Problems 
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that current exists may just continue to be a problem and suggest the focus be on 
weeds. Some people observe weedy vegetative and believe its invasive and really its 
just nonnative.  Whatever vegetation it is, all things will require some level of 
maintenance which is specified is outlined in this document. There is not a one size 
fits all. If you let things go too long, then it does become a problem. There is not 
concern that this policy will create new problems it may just make easier to see 
existing problems. Bill referenced Oak Hall to illustrate concerns to be considered.  
Lots of invasive that are real problematic. Consensus is to ensure this POLICY 
obligates the establishment of a maintenance plan as these different low-mow no-
mow landscapes are identified. Discussed how the circumstances of parks there bring 
all things to consider; for example, the Township is responding to a complaint from a 
family with a child with allergies as a result to the low-mow area at Tudek Park.  

a. Moving forward will be sure to include a section or reference a maintenance 
plan in the policy.  
 

7. Definitions. Natural Areas. Rain Gardens. Vegetative Buffers. Concerns that the policy 
includes a definition for a feature primarily for private landowners and less likely a 
feature of Township parks. 
 

8. Definition. Natural Areas. Infiltration basin. Inquired and discussed the need to include 
stormwater infrastructure in the policy. Discussed how we need to identify the 
definition as in current stormwater facilities the Township has converted stormwater 
facility to a stormwater facility with a low-mow area planted with native seed mix to 
help with stormwater management.  The definition is included in the policy not to 
promote or encourage but to help identify the functionality and purpose of the 
stormwater facility and how, for example, a low-mow planted meadow will be 
designated within a basin facility that aims to improve stormwater management. It is 
understood that a stormwater facility such as an infiltration basin or detention basin 
has a very prescribed maintenance that will be followed for managing the 
infrastructure.  
 

9. Suggestion to either add the term “Parks” after each ‘Natural Areas’ or emphasize in 
the explanation or definition of ‘Natural Areas’ 
 

10.  Pre-Planning and Assessment for Integrating Natural Areas. Remove the word 
“frequently” 
 

11.  Pre-Planning and Assessment for Integrating Natural Areas – Funding. Interest in 
discussing and exploring funding strategies.  

 
12. Pre-Planning and Assessment for Integrating Natural Areas – Community 

Involvement. Explore and consider recommendations within the Centre Region 
Comprehensive Recreation, Parks and Open Space Plan.  
 

13.  Tracking and Management of this policy. Piloting the process for integrating natural 
areas into park areas will involve a collaborative approach. Support from FT staff 
including administration office, Arborist, Park Authority and Centre Region Parks and 
Recreation. Consideration will be given to how previous efforts including the 
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designation of Grow Zone project at Fairbrook, low-mow planting meadow in the 
stormwater facility at Haymarket Park, for example, will serve as a point of reference 
as staff implements this policy.  



Meeting to Review of Draft Green Infrastructure Policy    September 21, 2020 

Ferguson Township Board of Supervisors Meeting 

Attendance: Steve Miller; Laura Dininni; Lisa Strickland; Presenjit Mitra; Patty Stephens; 
Dave Pribulka, Township Manager; Centrice Martin, Assistant to the Manager.  

1. Natural Areas. Noted that there is some potential overlap in the terminology. The
example provided was the Grow Zones in Fairbrook Park might also be consider low-
mow. Inquired if “Grow Zone” is synonymous with “Natural Areas”.

2. Natural Areas. Inquired if the plan is just for green infrastructure in parks and does not
include mowing on roads.

3. Park Classifications. Recommends removing “Regional Parks” from the policy.
Originally suggested separating out “regional” and “community” parks.

4. Definitions. Infiltration Basin. Asked for clarification on what an “Approved Plan” was
and the process

5. Definitions. Low-mow Meadow. Suggested changing of mowing the low-mow planted
meadow to a 1/3 every year rather than once every three years.

6. Process for Integrating Natural Areas into Appropriate Park Areas.

a. Inquired what kinds of work would not be within the purview of the Township

(section i). The Haymarket Park basin was referenced due to other

stakeholders having to get involved. An example of the need for stakeholders

to get involved was if a basin was accepting runoff from private

developments.

b. Suggested that natural areas do not always need four signs (section v) for

educational purposes.

7. There was a comment that Saybrook Park has a lot growth, possibly invasive but if it

was intentionally planted.
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