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Regular Meeting
Monday, May 23, 2016
7:00 PM

l. ATTENDANCE

The Planning Commission held its regular meeting of the month on Monday,
May 23, 2016 at the Ferguson Township Municipal Building. In : endance
were:

Commission: Marc McMaster, Chairman- absent Staff: Ray Stolinas, Director of Planning and
Zoning

Rob Crassweller, Vice Chair Lindsay Schoch, Community Planner

Scott Harkcom Jeff Ressler, Zoning Administrator

Lisa Strickland

Kurt Homan

Ralph Wheland

Erik Scott

Bill Keough, Alternate

Cristin Mitchell, Alternate

Others in attendance: Tonya Jackson, Recording Secretary, Robin Froehlich, Stahl
Shaeffer Engineering, LLC, Jill Wood, applicant for ordinance amendment. Levent
Kaya, CEO of Young Scholars

1. CALL TO ORDER

Mr. Crassweller called the Monday, May 23, 2016 Ferguson Township Planning
Commission meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

lil. YOUNG SCHOLARS OF CENTRAL PA CHARTER SCHOOL

Mr. Stolinas stated the Planning Commission initially reviewed this Land Development
Plan on April 25, 2016. He stated, located at 1530 Westerly Parkway, the existing
charter school includes a two-story building, parking and driveway access, playground
and lawn area. The proposed development involves construction of a second story
classroom addition, 10 new parking spaces and a re-routed driveway to better
accommodate drop-off/pick-up for busses and parents. The Planning Commission
requested additional information as part of their review regarding components of the
traffic circulation, connections to other parking areas, and pec strian : y.

Mr. Stolinas recommended the Planning Commission make a recommendation to the
Board of Supervisors to APPRO\'™ the Young Scholars of Central PA Charter School -
Second Story Addition Land Development Plan, submitted on April “~ 2016,
revised May 4, 2016, condition upon the remaining comments.
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Ms. Schoch stated the revised memorandum dated May 23, 20186, the traffic study has
been prepared, reviewed and approved. She stated she had a conversation with Rob
Watts, our Traffic Engineer and the traffic study showed there would not be more traffic
onto Westerly Parkway

Robin Froehlich of Stahl Sheaffer Engineering, LLC, stated the traffic study focused on
the peak arrival and departure times of the school when student activity is highest. The
S shows that with the addition of a separate parent drop off area that the traffic
queuing will no longer spill back onto Westerly Parkway.

Mr. Keough wanted to clarify in memorandum dated May 20, 2016, item 1 stated that
traffic study be performed once the construction is performed and he asked if another
traffic study would be prepared? Mr. Crassweller stated the memorandum he should be
looking at is the May 23, 2106 with the revisions. Mr. Keough stated on page 3 of the
memorandum he wanted a statement on the plan regarding signage. He can only see
the directional and stop bar noted on the plan. Ms. Schoch stated they are detailed on
the last plan sheet.

Mr. Homan asked about the final number of students. Ms. Froehlich stated there would
be 384 students. Mr. Crassweller asked if the study covered cars dropping off and
picking up and noted the window of time it would be the busiest. He also aske if there
will be a guard to assist with students walking into the building. Ms. Froehlich stated
there is an existing sidewalk students can use and there are no plans for a guard.
Levent Kaya, CEO of Young Scholars stated that Staff would be at the two entrances
guiding the children into the building. Ms. Strickland asked how many staff members
would be available during drop off and pickup to guide the children. Mr. Kaya answered
at least four teachers and the school has a policy for this guidance of students into the
school. Ms. Strickland asked if there is a state requirement to have a crossing guard.
Mr. Kaya answered that staff would be trained to assure the safety.

Ms. Strickland asked what grades are in the school. Mr. Kaya answered the students
are grades are K-8. There was a discussion regarding the number of students and the
maximum number of enroliment. Mr. Ressler stated Zoning does not regulate the
maximum number of students. He stated the Township is concerned on tt number
parking spaces which is based on the largest public space which has been calculated to
197 persons.

Ms. Strickland asked if the traffic study covered the traffic onto Blue Course Drive?

N « lich Ittt t Tfic udy did not incluc Bl w27t it did
not meet the trip requirements to include that area in the study.

Mr. Scott stated that he heard at the last meeting there was going to be 500 students.

Mr. ya answered he is not aware of that and the number of students are 344 "lus 40

more students. Mr. Scott noted he needed more traffic detail to make a decision on this
1.
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Ms. Froehlich explained staff had several meetings on what was included in the traffic
study and the study is complete.

Ms. Strickland stated the study should have provided the modeling of the traffic on Blue
Course Drive. Mr. Scott wanted to look at the traffic study and review the modeling. Ms.
Schoch noted our traffic engineers are the professionals we rely on for tt e types of
reviews and accurate analysis of the Plans, she referred to Rob Watts letter dated May
17, 2016. Mr. Keough wondered if the traffic impacts also included traffic from the
Goddard School. Mr. Scott stated he is bias because his daughter was hit in the
crosswalk at the intersection of Blue Course Drive and Westerly Parkway by a car turning
right. Mr. Homan asked what the maximum number of students would be based on the
occupancy of 20 students per classroom. Ms. Froehich answered this plan is requesting
40 more students. There was a discussion regarding the capacity of the building and the
maximum occupancy which is covered under the codes office. Ms. Schoch stated if a
traffic study is recommended there is a scoping meeting regarding the criteria of a traffic
study. There was a discussion as to how a land development procedure is for the
Township and the process if the school was in violation of the capacity.

Mr. Crassweller asked how the place of assembly requirements wou 1 apy ' to this plan.
Mr. Ressler stated this is being applied to the plan and it is based on the largest public
area and the total parking spaces and the number of spaces is 68. Mr. Crassweller said
that if the school had a special event that would not be enough parking spaces if there
was two people per student. Mr. Kaya answered when they have special events they are
separated per grade and not everyone is invited to the school at one time.

Mr. Crassweller asked what time of the year was the traffic study was performed. Ms.
Schoch stated it was done in March. Mr. Crassweller stated Park Crest Blvd which will
be exiting from the Landings and access on to Blue Course Drive should have been
included in this study.

Mr. Scott questioned the traffic study because he experiences back up of traffic daily.

Ms. Froehlich stated the trip generation at the intersection of Blue Course Drive did not
meet the criteria to be included in the study.

Mr. Harkcom asked why the drop off area was increased to 14 feet wide and no longer
12 feet. Ms. Froehlich stated Rob Watts, Traffic Engineer, made that a requirement,
considering car doors openir _ that space is needed and it is on the plan as a single lane.
Mr. Harkcom stated this width is questionable. Mr. Wheland felt makir - it wider would be
beneficial so a car could pass if there was a delay in the drop off line. Mr. Keough stated
he felt landscaping should be included to discourage cars from passing the line.


















